




























DISCUSSION AND CONSIDERATIONS FOR MANAGEMENT: 
Curly-leaf pondweed continues to occupy only a minor role in the Eau Claire Lakes 
Ecosystem. On Upper Eau Claire Lake, CLP's limited distribution coupled with effective 
"BAISS" harvesting appears to have be effectively keeping the CLP population in check. 
On Middle Eau Claire Lake, the number and scattered nature of beds has made control 
more challenging. Despite this, the 2020 survey provided strong evidence that CLP is 
declining in both area and density. As long as running the harvester is a viable option, it 
appears to be providing strong control while simultaneously having minimal impact on 
the native plant community. 

In the future, if it isn't possible to get to all of the beds with the time available and the 
TOB again considers chemical control, we strongly encourage a measured approach that 
is closely evaluated. CLP is an opportunistic species that can rapidly exploit disturbed 
areas. If a chemical treatment eliminates native vegetation as well as CLP, it's possible 
that CLP could reestablish in these areas and ultimately become worse rather than better. 

Regardless of the what future active management occurs on the lakes, we remind 
lakeshore residents that they can help minimize CLP's opportunities to spread by 
maintaining the lake's native plants. To accomplish this, residents should refrain from 
removing rooted plants from the lake unless absolutely necessary as these barren patches 
of substrate not only release nutrients into the water column, but also give CLP a place to 
establish where it has a competitive advantage. A voiding motor start ups in water <5ft 
deep would also help limit CLP's spread by not clipping or uprooting vegetation. This 
would also work to keep nutrients out of the water column as the lake's soft sediments 
are easily stirred up by prop wash. Promoting a no-wake-zone and/or a buoyed 
navigation channel away from the landing on Middle Eau Claire could also aid in 
preventing substrate disturbance as many of the current and former beds seem to be 
clustered around high traffic areas leading into/out of the landing bay. 
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Appendix I: 2013, 2015, and 2020 June Upper Eau Claire Lake 
CLP Bed Maps 
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Appendix II: 2013, 2015, and 2020 June Middle Eau Claire Lake 
CLP Bed Maps 
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